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Public Notice
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Philadelphia District CENAP-OP-R-2006-6411:28 DEC 12 2008
Wanamaker Building Application No. File No

100 Penn Square East

Philadelphia, PA 19107-3390 In Reply Refer to:

ATTN: CENAP-OP-R REGULATORY BRANCH

This District has received an application for a Department of the Army permit pursuant to
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344).

The purpose of this notice is to solicit comments and recommendations from the public
concerning issuance of a Department of the Army permit for the work described below.

APPLICANT: Reading Materials, Incorporated
AGENT: The H & K Group

P. O. Box 196

Skippack, PA 19474

WATERWAY: Unnamed tributary to the Schuylkill River

LOCATION: The project site is located within the Reading Materials, Incorporated,
Douglassville Quarry, to the east of the relocated Squirrel Hollow Road, and south of
Constitution Avenue, in Douglass Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania. The county tax
parcel numbers are 537400338672 and 537400443891.

ACTIVITY: The applicant proposes to permanently relocate approximately 3,531 linear feet
(0.584 acre) of an existing unnamed tributary to the Schuylkill River to a position east of its
present location. The current channel to be relocated includes approximately 2,725 linear feet of
open channel (0.500 acre), 245 feet of concrete-lined channel (0.034 acre) and 561 linear feet of
existing piping and culverts (0.050 acre). This proposed permanent relocation is subsequent to
the previously approved temporary relocation of the same stream (Department of the Army
Permit CENAP-OP-R-2000-1032-24 issued November 3, 2000). The proposed relocation would
move the stream channel away from the existing mining operation and stone processing
facilities, through which it has flowed for the last century. The stream channel has a drainage
basin of roughly 200 acres. As the stream enters the quarry property, much of the stream base
flow disappears due to the adjacent quarry, which draws the groundwater down to a sump. The
sump is in turn pumped back into the stream, farther downstream, where it flows into an in-
stream sediment basin. The proposed relocation would keep all stream flow (inclusive of base
flow) from entering the sediment basin, which is used for settling pump-out water.

The new stream channel would connect to the upper portion of a separate tributary, which
currently joins the channel at a different point on the property (i.e. below the settling basin
referenced above). This tributary is entirely within the quarry property. The proposed project
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would include the construction of approximately 2,486 linear feet of new open channel, as well
as the reconstruction of two portions of the existing separate tributary (367 linear feet or 0.104
acre). One would be where the downstream end of the new proposed channel would connect
with this new receiving stream. Here, approximately 317 linear feet (0.081 acre) would require
minor excavation and re-alignment to create a transition between the two. The other would be at
the upstream end of an existing culvert to create a better transition zone entering the
reconstructed culvert (50 linear feet or 0.023 acre). Temporary coffer dams would be required at
both of these points to by-pass flow while work is in progress.

The channel relocation would involve the replacement of 38 linear feet of existing 24-inch
corrugated metal pipe (currently a cross-drain under a road with no stream) with 50 linear feet of
5' X 10" concrete box culvert, as well as the replacement of 210 feet of existing 33" X 52"
elliptical reinforced concrete pipe (on the separate tributary) with the same length of 5' X 12
concrete box culvert.

Approximately 238 linear feet (0.044 acre) of the existing stream would be filled at the upstream
end where it enters the property (just below Constitution avenue). The remainder of the existing
stream would be excavated as part of expanded mining operations. One area of Federally
regulated emergent wetland (0.02 acre) would be impacted by the proposed project. It is an area
where wetland vegetation has formed due to drainage being blocked by an earthen berm at the
head of the second tributary (where the relocated channel would join). The area is proposed to
be excavated for new channel construction. As compensatory mitigation, the applicant proposes
to create a 0.05-acre vegetated riparian buffer along the relocated channel in roughly the same
location. The area would be seeded with a wetland seed mixture.

The proposed work will require a Section 401 Water Quality Certification to be issued by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Bureau of District Mining Operations, since the project area is
within an area covered by a Noncoal Surface Mining Permit from that agency.

PURPOSE: The applicant's stated purpose for the project is to relocate the unnamed tributary to
a location where it is no longer conflicting with the on-going mining operation and where
mineral reserves have been exhausted and mining activity ceased. The proposed stream
relocation would facilitate the bypass of stream flow around the existing in-stream sediment
basin, and would facilitate the extraction of underlying bedrock and allow mining to progress
unimpeded within the Surface Mining Permit area.

A preliminary review of this application indicates that the proposed work would not affect
listed species or their critical habitat pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act as
amended. As the evaluation of this application continues, additional information may become
available which could modify this preliminary determination.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the activity's
probable impact including its cumulative impacts on the public interest. The decision will reflect
the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefits
which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the work must be balanced against its
reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the work will be
considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, ecotioimics,
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aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values,
flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shore erosion and accretion, recreation,
water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production,
mineral needs and welfare of the people. A Department of the Army permit will be granted
unless the District Engineer determines that it would be contrary to the public interest.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local
agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and
evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the

Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this
proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species,
historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest
factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment
and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall
public interest of the proposed activity.

Comments on the proposed work should be submitted, in writing, within 15 days to the
District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia District, Wanamaker Building,
100 Penn Square East, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107-3390.

Review of the National Register of Historic Places indicates that no registered properties
or properties listed as eligible for inclusion therein are located within the permit area of the work.

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by the
Sustainable Fisheries Act 1996 (Public Law 104-267), requires all Federal agencies to consult
with the National Marine Fisheries Service on all actions, or proposed actions, permitted, funded,
or undertaken by the agency that may adversely effect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH). A
preliminary assessment of the species listed in the "Guide to Essential Fish Habitat Designations
in the Northeastern United States, Volume IV: New Jersey and Delaware", dated March 1999,
has indicated that there is no designated EFH within the project area.

In accordance with Section 307(c) of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972,
applicants for Federal Licenses or Permits to conduct an activity affecting land or water uses in a
State's coastal zone must provide certification that the activity complies with the State's Coastal
Zone Management Program. The proposed project site is not located within the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania’s approved coastal zone.

In accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, a Water Quality Certificate is
necessary from the State government in which the work is located. Any comments concerning
the work described above which relate to Water Quality considerations should be sent to this
office with a copy to the State.

The evaluation of the impact of the work described above on the public interest will include
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act.
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Any person may request, in writing, to the District Engineer, within the comment period
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for a

public hearing shall state in writing, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing.

Additional information concerning this permit application may be obtained by calling

James Boyer at (215) 656-5826 or writing to this office at the above address.>—
e | :
» _.\' i " (I ~ 5 ' /

e { X A

; I\—-—-.f' = »
Fran¥ J. Cianfrani
Chief, Regulatory Branch
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